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TO BE MAY 1-3
MISSOULA, Mont.--
U.S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs Robert Bennett and actor Jay Silverheels, the 
legendary "Tonto" of Lone Rangers fame, will be among the many celebrities and dignitaries 
to attend a six-state Indian conference this May at the University of Montana.
UM President Robert T. Pantzer has declared May 1-3, official "Indian Days" on the UM 
campus. The four-day meeting, entitled "Kyi-Yo Indian Days Youth Conference," is sponsored 
by the Kyi-Yo Club, a group of Indian students on campus, and the Campus Christian Council.
According to Doreen Huffer, conference coordinator and secretary for the UM Adult 
Vocational Program, some 300 to 400 Indian college students, plus Indian representatives 
from junior and senior classes in high schools are expected to attend from six states in 
the northwest region: Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, Oregon and Alaska.
The conference will include a contest to select a "Kyi-Yo Indian Days Queen"; an art 
show; drama performances by various tribal representatives; Indian social dances, and a 
banquet.
Major addresses by political figures and noted Indians are also tentatively scheduled, 
awaiting confirmation by several nationally famous figures. Commissioner Bennett, already 
confirmed, will be one of the main speakers.
Entertainment will be provided by Mr. Silverheels and a troupe of five actors he is 
bringing with him from Los Angeles, Calif. Concert pianist Ed Wapp of the Intermountain 
Indian School in Brigham City, Utah, will provide entertainment at the banquet.
The theme of the conference will be on the programs in Cree, O-TAKSEEK, ANHUTS, WAPAKKE, 
which in English means yesterday, today and tomorrow. The purpose of the conference, Mrs. 
Huffer, an associate member of the club said, is to "discuss the present circumstances of 




A series of four panels will discuss Indian government, Indian education, Indians in 
the cities and Indian culture and heritage.
Among the panelists attending the conference will be:
Ben Bearskin, Indian youth center worker in Chicago; Tillie Walker of the United 
Scholarships in Denver, Colo. ; Robert Dumont, educational coordinator for the National Indian 
Youth Council, Berkeley, Calif.
Charles Zellers, assistant commissioner of education from Washington, D.C.; Alonzo 
Spang of the Navajo Community College in Many Farms, Ariz.; Ed Belgarde, president of
Montana Landless Indians, Inc., Helena, and Samuel Colb, director of the Los Angeles Indian 
Center.
Special guests at the conference will be Ernie Stephens of the ICAP College of Education
m  Arizona; Indian attorney Fred Gabourie of Los Angeles, and Sister Providentia of Great 
Falls.
Reservation chairmen attending will be Clarence Adams of the Gros Ventre and Assini- 
boine tribes, Harlem; William Youpee, Assiniboine and Sioux, Fort Peck Agency, Poplar;
Joe Demontiney, Rocky Boy Reservation, Box Elder.
Edison Real Bird, Crow Agency, Montana; Earl Old Person, Blackfeet, Browning; Alan
Rowland, Northern Cheyenne, Lame Deer, and Harold Mitchell, Kootenay and Salish, Flathead 
Reservation, Dixon.
Kyi-yo means "bear" in English. The club on the UM campus is composed of approximately 
47 Indian students at the University and adult vocational trainees, plus approximately 10 
associate members.
Other club members involved in planning the conference are President Ken Ryan, Assini­
boine, Fort Peck Reservation, Wolf Point, junior, chairman of finances; Lorraine Edmo, 
Shoshone-Bannock, Pocatello, Idaho, junior, publicity chairman; Elizabeth Whiteman, Crow,
Lodge Grass, senior, program chairman.
Thelma Stiff Arm, Gros Ventre and Cree, Browning, junior, entertainments chairman;
Lloyd Coon, Assiniboine, Harlem, senior,, accommodations chairman; Harold Gray, Blackfeet, 
Browning, graduate student, speakers' chairman; Herman Reuben, NezPerce, Lapwai, Idaho, ICAP 
worker, art committee chairman, and Rudy Buckman, Gros Ventre, Fort Belknap senior 
cultural committee. *
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